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Welcoming Pelican Park
residents
Since the last Abbeyfield home opened its
doors in Gugulethu, it has been a struggle for
Abbeyfield to secure funding for new projects
despite the dire need of so many older
people. It is heart-breaking to have to tell an
older person in desperate need of
accommodation that there simply is not room
in any home.
The Pelican Park project has been two years
in the making. Planning started in 2014 with
initial meetings between Abbeyfield, Habitat
for Humanity and Power Construction. The
announcement from Abbeyfield in the UK that
the funds were approved came in August
2014 and was met with great excitement
here. This was also when the real hard work
started. Everything from getting the plans
approved, to what light fittings to use formed
part of trying to get the building done on time.
The Pelican Park home was completed on
schedule and was handed over to Abbeyfield
at the end of October 2015. Applications for
prospective new residents were received as
early as January 2015. The home boasts
twelve bedrooms, eight bathrooms, kitchen,
pantry, two lounge areas, a dining area and
an after school facility.
Although we are extremely proud of what we
were able to achieve with the limited budget
at our disposal, the crown of Pelican Park is
its residents. At a get-together at the Pelican
Park home on the 27th of November 2015,
residents were in awe of their new home.
Visiting the home now one is immediately
overwhelmed by the sense of family and
pride of the residents. Although not a single
one of the residents knew anything about
Abbeyfield when they applied, within just a
few months they have adopted and are living
the ethos of Abbeyfield. They are our latest
acquired jewels and we regard them just the
same as all the others.
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Abbeyfield CEO visits SA
Local Abbeyfielders were delighted to
welcome Abbeyfield UK CEO Natasha
Singarayer
and
Stewart
Mynott
(membership director) to South Africa.
The purpose of the visit was to host an
engagement session with Abbeyfield SA
members to discuss and debate the keyobjectives of the Abbeyfield strategy.
Twenty members from Abbeyfield local
societies attended the meeting at the
Portswood Hotel on the 25th of August.
As objectives of the key work programmes, Natasha focused her presentation on
Spirituality, Making Time, People, Quality, Developments and The importance of One
Abbeyfield. The visitors were delighted at the input received by local members to the
draft strategy.
Natasha and Stewart rounded off their stay by visiting some local societies including
Paarl, Claremont, Strandfontein and the Pelican Park project.
One message that was very clear was that Abbeyfield is one organisation, with one
Vision and one set of objectives. A close working relationship between the UK and
South African society is of utmost importance for the future of Abbeyfield. The visit
from the CEO and membership director helped to cement this relationship even further.

Resident receives prestigious award
It was a proud moment when Gail Adams, one of ASA’s own, was presented
with the Making Time Award during a function at the Strandfontein home. She
was first honoured with this prestigious award in her absence at the All
Abbeyfield Conference in Windsor in October 2015.
Gail, a resident of the Ebenhezer Home in Strandfontein, was nominated for
this award by none other than Abbeyfield
CEO, Natasha Singarayer. The CEO first
met Gail when she visited the Strandfontein
home in October 2015. Natasha was greatly
moved when Gail told her about the work
she was doing in her community. Gail, a
member of the Baptist Church in
Strandfontein, has been working tirelessly in
the Strandfontein informal settlement for 7
years. She has also been taking missionary
trips for the last 15 years where she helps
the less fortunate. One of the highlights of
her volunteer work was being instrumental in
the marriage of a couple that lived in the
informal settlement.
It gives her great joy to engage in these
activities on a daily basis. She wants to live a life that portrays Christ, hence
her love to always try and help those less fortunate than herself. Even though
the award was presented to Gail, the other Strandfontein residents also take
great pride in this honour. They are, after all, family. We are so proud of you
Gail!

Did you know we are on Facebook?
Prospective residents
can now apply online
to any Abbeyfield SA
home:

Click here: https://
www.facebook.com/abbeyfieldza

Click Here: http://www.abbeyfield.co.za/
accommodations/apply
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Amazing support from Northern Ireland
Those who have through the years assisted
in some way to setup up a new Abbeyfield
home will attest to the fact that this is no
easy task. Securing the capital not only for
construction, but also securing everything
else that is needed is immensely difficult
especially in the current economic environment.
It came as such a
pleasant surprise to us
here in South Africa
that fellow Abbeyfielders in Northern Ireland
have gone to such
great lengths to assist
the Pelican Park initiative. Through several efforts societies over
there managed to raise much needed funds
for the projects.
Professor Bob Stout, Divisional Chairman

for Northern Ireland, visited the Pelican
Park home in December to do a cheque
presentation. Residents were delighted
by the visit from Professor Stout and
enjoyed some tea and treated him to
some Milktart, a local delicacy.
The Northern Ireland society managed to raise £
3 278.00, at the time this
amounted to nearly R
62 000.00!! The money
helped the ASA to equip
and furnish the home. We
are ever so grateful to
everyone who sacrificed
their time and went to so
much trouble to raise the funds for this
worthy project. The people most grateful, however, is the fourteen proud residents of the Pelican Park home.

Atlantis High Tea
In November a local organisation, Perfectly Planned,
treated residents at the Atlantis home to High Tea .
The director, Candice Stalmeester and her husband
Eugene Stalmester of the
organisation
were
both
raised in Atlantis. They both
saw this as an opportunity to
give back to the community
where they spent their childhood.

into his life.
Aunty
Annewynne shared a
story very personal and
dear to her heart, filling everyone in earshot
with hope and the sense
of belonging.

The tables were draped with
semi-rustic
undertones
splashed together with a hint of Victorian
flair. Plates and bowls, abundant with all
sorts of goodies, graced the festive table.
No one was left with an empty tummy.
The guest speaker, Uncle Dudley and his
wife aunty Annewynne Brandt kept the
residents fascinated. Uncle Dudley spoke
about his newly launched book, Die Portret in die Gang (The Portrait in the Hallway), giving the residents much insight

Before long the formalities were over and now
stories were exchanged
around the table…stories
of battles fought and won,
stories of tears and of
joy. What became clear
through all of this was
that a good way to really get to know
someone, and what they have been
through in their life, is to have a cup of
tea with them. Only then do you start
taking in the aroma that is their life. It’s
a pity that in today’s age people just
don’t do that anymore. Taking a moment to draw strength from the next
person, especially those foundationlayers of modern society, may be just
what you need to find your own way.

Ebenezer school visits Abbeyfield in Paarl
Ebenezer Primary, a school for disadvantaged learners in Paarl, prides itself to be a
school with a lot of heart.
Principal of Ebenezer School,
Mr Mathee, works with educators to try and instil positive
values and a sense of social
responsibility in learners. In
this noble objective they focus
on older persons that lives in
the Paarl community.
As part of this project, Grade 7 musiclearners visited the older persons of Abbeyfield Paarl on the 4th of December to
treat residents to an afternoon of Christmas

carols and gift giving. Mrs Mookadam
and Mrs Andrews, both teachers at the
school, accompanied Principal Haas and
the learners.
Residents were full of
praise about the amazing
talent of the young people.
Music was especially prepared for the day. The energetic learners soon had
residents and teachers
alike singing along with great enthusiasm. Residents were also treated with
gifts from the school.

A big thank you to everyone that helped
3 in making this an unforgettable day for
the residents of the Paarl home.

Grand old dame getting a new jacket
Wyndover Manor an architectural, Victorian gem
that was built more than 133 years ago became
the very first Abbeyfield home in South Africa.
The story of the manor dates back to 1880 when
Maria Forbes Watt acquired a grant for the land on
which the manor was built. The manor was purchased in the late 1920s by Margaret Teixeira for
her large family.
Once a grand estate home, Wyndover Manor
slowly deteriorated over the years leaving it in a sad state of decay with part of the home
demolished. In 1987 Abbeyfield purchased the property and restored the home to its
formal glory.
Today, 30 years later, and despite the efforts to maintain the home by the longest serving committee in Abbeyfield , it has once again become necessary for major renovations
to be done.
We are very excited to announce that with the help of Abbeyfield UK, we will embark on
a major renovation of the Claremont home. Besides the major repairs that needs to be
done, the renovations will also include expanding the home. Room will be provided for
more residents making the home more sustainable. Communal areas will also be optimised. The home will also house Abbeyfield offices. We will keep everyone posted on
the progress via social media.

Support our Homeless

 Provision of a safe and dignified homes for destitute older persons.
 Abbeyfield is home to many older persons at 21 homes.
 Without Abbeyfield many of these older persons would have nowhere else to
go.
 By supporting Abbeyfield you will be helping to provide a home and security to
vulnerable older persons.
Account Name: Abbeyfield Society of South Africa
Bank: Standard Bank
SWIFT address: SBZAZAJJ
Branch code (Sorting Code): 024909 (Mowbray Branch)
Account No.: 070864071
Abbeyfield welcomes all contributions towards the running of the organisation. For more information please contact Abbeyfield offices.
In terms of section 18A(1)(a) of the Public Benefit Act, all your donations to our Society will be
tax deductible in terms of, and subject to, the limitations prescribed in section 18A of the Act.

National Office:
05 Wyndower Road,
Claremont, South Africa,
7735

Postal Address:
P O Box 13252
Mowbray
South Africa
7705

Tel: +27 (0)21 671 6535

Fax: +27 (0)21 671 7242

Email: info@abbeyfield.co.za

www.abbeyfield.co.za

PBO: 930 004 509 NPO: 003 393-NPO Section 18A: RG/0018/04/05
Registered Affiliate of the Abbeyfield Society
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